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Thomas Rogge, Lincolnshireôs first police officer and chief of police, poses for a photo near Route 22 and Oxford Drive at 
the ñStone Gatesò circa 1960. 
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Letter from the Chief 
July 12, 2021 

 

Dear Mayor Brandt & Board of Trustees, 

 

In 2020, the Lincolnshire Police Department celebrated its 60-year 
anniversary of serving this community, and it is my pleasure to present 
this Annual Report on behalf of the Department, as well as all those who 
came before us. As you can imagine, my fourth year with the Village of 
Lincolnshire was unlike any other in my last 31 years of policing. As I 
embark on my fifth year serving this community, I look forward to 
continuing our ongoing discussion about how we can improve policing 
services, engage the public, and foster relationships based on mutual 
trust and understanding among all who live and work in Lincolnshire.  

 

Throughout 2020, I was constantly amazed at how our officers reported 
for duty each and every day with an unwavering commitment to proving 
what quality policing looks like. I was, and continue to be, proud to serve 
as the police chief among so many brave women and men. 

This Department met and exceeded each and every challenge placed in front of them. Throughout my 
policing career, my guiding belief in serving the public continues to stay simple and at the forefront of 
my mind: fight against evil, protect the innocent, and uphold justice. While the policing profession still 
has many hard conversations to come, your Lincolnshire officers stand at the ready to fight against any 
evil which threatens Lincolnshireôs safety, protect the innocent citizenry from harm by bad actors and 
systemic issues, and uphold justice to ensure every voice who cries out is heard. 

 

In addition to several 2021 goals, like implementing body-worn cameras for all officers and creating an 
administrative adjudication system, I eagerly look forward to the outcomes from our two new 
committees: Reimagining and Reinventing Policing in Lincolnshire (RRPL) and Chiefôs Community Council 
for Police Operations (C3po). These initiatives ï one internal and one external ï are bold and 
progressive, and are aimed at asking the hard questions about policing practices and intimately 
examining what do we do, how we do it, and why do we do it.  

 

Again, I thank you and the Lincolnshire community for the unwavering support in 2020. I look forward to 
continuing our efforts in 2021 and for another 60 years.  

 

Yours in service, 

 

 

 

Joe Leonas 

Chief of Police 


